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PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

The March meeting of Eydon
Parish Council took place on
Tuesday 10 March at 7.30pm in
the Village hall.

Attendance

Councillors Keith Simmons, Andy
Reynolds and Howard Carter
were present, along with the
Clerk, Steven Fox.

Apologises were received from
Councillors Lisa Genovese, Luke
Alexander and Kim Keeble.

The Council received apologies
from WNC Councillor Alison
Eastwood who was unavailable
due to WNC Duties. The Council
is aware of her recent close
bereavement and expressed its
condolences to her.

Two members of the public
attended.

Previous Minutes
The minutes from 10 February
were approved.

Council Membership

The Council has one empty place
and is keen to recruit an extra
member. Anyone interested
should contact
Keith.Simmons@EydonParish.Go
v.Uk

Public Comment

The members of the public gave a
report on the Village Hall
centenary celebrations and in
particular the successful winter
blues concert.

Matters Arising

It was agreed that the Royal Oak
De-fib should be readily
accessible for use without the
need to phone 999 for a door
code. AJR agreed to print code
labels (C159X) and place them on

(Continued on page 3)

Notes from
St Nicholas

SERVICES FOR APRIL 2026

Sunday 5th April - Easter Day
0930 Holy Communion

Please contact the Rector or a Church-
Sunday 12th April warden if you need further infor-
0930 Holy Communion mation or have any questions

Sunday 19th April Rector Rev Clare Glover 260204

1000 Family Service revclare@outlook.com

Churchwardens
Lyn Evans 01327 261164
lynandsimon@hotmail.co.uk

Sunday 26th April
0930 BCP Communion
St Leonard’s Aston Le Walls

Matt Wheeldon 07968 092503
Benefice Holy Communion, Holy majwheeldon@btinternet.com
Cross Byfield

EYDON
Here are the results of the draw held at the end of 2 p
February, congratulations to all the winners:
&/ CLUB

Prizes Bonus Prizes

1st Prize: Ada Maxted James & Kat Taylor

2nd Prize: Marley Partridge Bay Harper

(Dog) Mungo & Jerry Evans (Cats)

3rd Prize: Sue & Tom Tresham

Congratulations to all winners. If you missed out but would like to take part new participants are
always welcome, please contact elaine.partridge2 @btinternet.com for more details.

April Bin Collections

Tuesday 7th April Tuesday 14th April

'%P Black Bin Blue and Green Bins

Tuesday 28th April

» p Tuesday 21st April

Black Bin Blue and Green Bins

You will only receive garden waste collections if you pay for the service.
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PARISH
COUNCIL
MATTERS

(Continued from page 2)
the door.

KS reported that a Working
Group had reviewed the WNC
Local Plan. It would object to the
continued ribbon development
of the village through not being
able to control Self Build projects
and noted several addition
Village Views that it wished
protected.

Residents wishing to view a copy
of the WNC Plan can do so via
https://
cms.westnorthants.gov.uk/
media/27906/download, or they
can see a hard copy by
contacting the Clerk.

Planning Matters

No new Applications have been
received but it was noted that
the Application of the East of
Eydon Farm had been Approved
by WNC.

Village Projects

Now that the WNC Local Plan is
available, it was agreed to
discuss the process of updating
the VDS as the April Meeting.

Andy Reynolds thanked all those
that took part in the Village Tidy
of 7 March.

Highways and Footpaths

The Clerk advised that 19
Potholes were reported in the
month and that 15 were

fixed. Anyone wishing to report
Road or Footpath issues can do
so using the WNC App or
FixMySteet.Com. Anyone
wishing to check maintenance
work in WNC can do so by visiting
www.WNC.ai/wise

(Continued on page 4)

The Story of Opera

15th April #.20pm Eydon Village Hall

What do you know about Opera?

Is it a genre of music with which you are familiar?

We are offering you the opportunity to discover the story of Opera.

Told through sound, Andrew North is going to take us through the ages to uncover the changing
trends in this fascinating genre of music.

Everyone is welcome to this evening, which is hosted by Eydon Ladies.

Guests pay just £5 and this includes tea or coffee and
biscuits at the end of the ON L4

. ) 0,
presentation. ‘;,\ %
We look forward to seeing you /
there.

EYDON LADIES

Eydon Ladies met on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at Moreton Pinkney Village Hall.

We were there to try our hand at Short Mat Bowls and had a warm welcome from
our hosts Margaret, John, Brian and Graham.

We approached the evening with some trepidation, as very few of us had ever tried bowling, but
with the tuition and encouragement from our hosts we were enthusiastically ready to do our best.
Well, what an unexpectedly enjoyable evening everyone had!

We surprised ourselves at how good we became and what great fun it was. We were sorry to leave
and thanked our hosts for giving us a great evening, they invited us to come again and said that
anyone was welcome to join them at their bowls evenings, which are held on Tuesdays.

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on Wednesday 15th April 2026 at 7.30pm. It is an open
evening to which everyone is welcome, please bring along guests, who will pay just £5.

We welcome all ladies whether resident in Eydon or nearby villages to our meetings which are held
at the Village Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise specified).

The annual membership is £30.
Each meeting gives the oppor-

tunity to meet new friends and
catch up with old ones in a re-

laxed atmosphere.

Ann Lane
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(Continued from page 3)

Other Matters

A full set of Minutes for the
Council are available from
EydonParish.Gov.Uk.

A date for the Annual Parish
Assembly, which reviews the
work of the Council and raises
items for village discussion was
set for 28 April in the Village
Hall from 19:00hrs.

Anyone wishing to receive
news updates about Eydon
should request to be added to
the Village email alerts list by
contacting
Clerk@EydonParish.Gov.Uk

Next Meeting
14 April at 19:30 in the Village
Hall, all welcome.

Keith Simmons
Parish Counciil Chairman

ANNUAL PARISH

ASSEMBLY

TUESDAY 28TH APRIL

To all Eydon

Residents

The Annual Parish Assembly will be
held on Tuesday 28th April, in the

Village Hall from 7pm.

All are welcome.

FIRST WEDNESDAY CLUB - March Meeting

Pandora Kanion from Northamptonshire Age UK came to talk to The First Wednesday club about their
work. She explained that working in conjunction with Age concern and Help the Aged, Age UK was there
to act like a caring relative for those getting on in years who

might not have any family close by.

They can help with advice on what allowances are available.
Money management and a befriending service where regular
telephone calls can be arranged to check on peoples well being or
just a friendly chat.

Age UK also supply practical services, for a charge, such as gar-
dening, cleaning, and toenail clipping for those who find it diffi-
cult to manage for themselves.

They run a Home Care Cleaning Service for older people which

includes general housework, internal cleaning of windows, laun-

dry, light local shopping, changing beds and ironing. Also, they

have a handyperson service who can help with such things as fitting grab rails, replacing light bulbs,
even assembling flat pack furniture, and much more.

Age UK Northamptonshire publish a leaflet that describes in detail the help they can give. Anyone who
is interested should visit their website www.ageuknorthants.org.uk. The telephone number is 01604
611200 and address The William and Patricia Venton Centre. York Road, Northampton NN1 5QJ

Tom Tresham

On Friday 6" February 2026 (the day before we were due to go on holiday to Dorset) we needed
to get some milk to take with us. So | set off to the Co-op in Woodford Halse in Jenny's old Ford
Fusion. Half way down Barnetts Hill on its steepest and narrowest part, there was an almighty
crashing sound and the car came to a violent stop!

On inspection, the front right hand wheel was pointing outwards at an angle of 45 deg. A car
stopped behind me and a very kind couple from Eydon offered assistance. Now stupidly, | had
not got my phone or waterproof with me. So they kindly phoned Woodford Garage for me and |
spoke to reception and explained my predicament. The breakdown truck was out on another
job, but it would be with me in 15/20 minutes. By this time, traffic was building up on the hill
and only small vehicles could get past. The couple from Eydon kindly let me shelter in their car
until the breakdown truck arrived.

After about 20 minutes, the breakdown truck duly arrived and Robert managed to reverse it so
that it could back up to the Fusion. Trying to winch the car on proved a bit tricky with the front
wheel at 45deg and the tyre ramming up against the bodywork! However, after awhile they
managed to winch the car on and then set off back to the garage.

The garage had had the presence of mind to send a van at the same time which picked me up
and took me home to collect our other car. Always have two vehicles for such events!

On arrival at the garage, the Fusion was being lifted off the breakdown truck and within five
minutes the damage was assessed and the parts noted for repair. Reception said they would

Come and hear what the Council has
done this year; give your thoughts on
what should happen next year.

It is your chance to participate in Gov-
ernance of your village.

Don’t miss out!

phone me with a price before going ahead with the repairs. After half an hour the price was
received and | told them to go ahead as it would be cheaper than a new car!

To my astonishment, at 4.30pm that same day Woodford Garage delivered the car to our house
all completely repaired. Is that amazing service or what? So, Broken Britain ? no, you can still get
fantastic service if you know where to go!

Thank you Woodford Garage.

Richard Forsyth
12.2.26
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Meet the People of

Eydon

Suzanne Smith

What did you do, or what do you do for a living? |
Horses and racing have always been in my blood.

| left home at 17 to work in a racing yard in Wales [
where | was head girl for a couple of seasons. |

also rode point-to-point, training a few horses
including homebreds with my dad and riding out
for local trainers, and then | worked for John
Upson a national hunt trainer from Highfields,
Adstone. | hung up my racing boots when | fell
pregnant with my daughter Polly though racing
never really leaves you.

These days | am Housekeeping Manager at Crockwell Farm wedding
venue which keeps me very busy. During the quieter winter months |
used to ride out for Ben Case — six mornings a week, three or four lots a
day. That came to an abrupt halt about two and a half years ago when |
had a rather nasty fall. | was on a hack, completely relaxed in a string of
about seven horses, when the young mare | was riding spooked, | lost my
balance and she planted me. | landed on my feet but went over on my
ankle and fractured it and damaged the ligaments and tendon so badly |
needed reconstruction surgery. It was the most undramatic fall imagina-
ble — you gallop racehorses and they turn themselves inside out and you
stay on, then they trip over a stone and you break your leg. That's just
horses.

I also run Eydon's Pantry, my own small catering company. | prepare
home-cooked meals, family favourites like lasagne, Fish pie etc. It started
with filling people's dishes and giving them back ready to heat but mostly
| supply Crockwell Wedding parties the night before their weddings now
but If you're ever stuck for something for guests you know where to
come!

What are your hobbies?

Open water swimming is my absolute favourite thing. There's nothing
quite like swimming in a lake or river. | go to Box End near Bedford and
also to Bare Hill Lakes near Badby, where you book a session online and
simply swim in a beautiful lake. Yes, it's cold, but once you get going you
warm up quickly and the locations are just lovely. | swim for about half
an hour to 45 minutes at a time. | keep meaning to drag a few people
along with me. Maybe we can start a group!

I'm also a member of Eydon Players and sing in ‘Cool for Cats’. We've
done a couple of gigs at the pub and the village hall. And I've just started
doing Murder Mystery dinners with a company called Invitation to Mur-
der. My very first performance was last Friday at a hotel near Rutland
Water. The play was called Fatal Vows and Cold Feet — a wedding sce-
nario where the inspector storms in mid-ceremony to announce there's
been a murder. The audience then questions the cast between courses. |
absolutely loved it. It's all about pushing yourself out of your comfort
zone and trying new things.

And of course there are my horses. | ride Tom our coloured warmblood
cross — he was Polly's horse, bought when she was 14 and he's been
with us ten years. He's done all the Pony Club, eventing, arena eventing.
My dogs are equally important to me. Animals are everything.

Have you always lived in this area?

| was born in Haversham a village near Wolverton and grew up there
until | was nine when my parents separated. My two sisters stayed with
Mum and | went with Dad — we were simply cut from the same cloth,
both utterly horse-mad. We moved to a smallholding in Dodford, and
that was where | really grew up, surrounded by horses and animals. At
17 | went to Wales for a season and a half in a point-to-point yard, and at
19 | bought my first house in Morton Pinkney. Life took me to Everdon
for a while, and then | bought a house on my own in Woodford Halse,
where | met my husband lan. We had our daughter Polly before we mar-

ried — | always say you wouldn't buy a car without test driving it first! We've
been married 23 years, so it was clearly the right decision.

We moved to Blacksmith's Lane in the village in 2002 with a six-month-old
baby, buying a very dilapidated house from an elderly gentleman. lanis a
builder, so everyone thought we were mad but he knew what he was taking
on. We lived there for 18 years before embarking on our current project: a
beautiful barn conversion in a field we bought with nothing but hope and
planning permission as a dream. It took two and a half years to get Class Q
planning, and when someone complained partway through the build and the
enforcement officers arrived, we ended up having to go for full planning —
which actually turned out to be a better result. Whoever you are, thank you.!

If you could have dinner with three people, dead or alive, who would they
be?

Mary Berry, without question — | just love her. David Attenborough, because
he would fascinate me or every single moment he was talking. And one of the
Princes in the Tower, because | am absolutely gripped by that story and the
War of the Roses, and | would love to finally know what happened. History
fascinates me — | love Warwick Castle, old houses, all of it. | think that would
be a very good dinner.

What three items would you take to a desert island?
A radio, because | love music. A barbecue, to cook on. And my animals — and
probably my husband too, if we're being honest.

Describe yourself in one word.

Armadillo. crunchy on the outside, soft and chewy on the inside. Everyone who
knows me well calls me that — | can come across as quite fierce, but I'm really
not, once you get to know me. Mostly!

Fry up or green juice?
Fry up. Obviously.

Who would play you in a movie about your life
Sheridan Smith or Emma Thompson

What have been some of the happiest moments in your life?

My wedding day and the births of my children go without saying. But | would
also say the day we moved into this house. lan grew up in an ex council house
along the road and | came from a family that separated early — neither of us
ever inherited anything or had a leg up. We built this place from nothing, took
risks, put everything on the line, had sleepless nights wondering if we'd com-
pletely lost our minds. And now | look out of my window and see my horses in
the field, and | think — we made this happen. That means everything.

Who has been the biggest influence on your life?

My dad. We are very alike. He lived in Ireland for 25 years, always follows his
heart, lives above his means and goes and does exactly what he wants and
thinks about it later. His attitude has always been: don't settle for something
that isn't enough. Keep going until you get what you want. If someone says
you can't have it, that just makes you want it more. He had his first point-to-
point ride at 42. We trained horses together. They weren't world-beaters and
neither were we, but we did it.

And then there's lan. He works incredibly hard, he's an exceptional builder,
and he just lets me be me. | want to do pantomime, murder mysteries, open
water swimming, ride horses — and he always says, let's work out how to
make it happen. We recently went to the Caravan and Motorhome Show to
look at motorhomes, thinking it might be nice to travel with the dogs after his
mum passed away last year. We bought one on the spot. It arrives tomorrow
and we have absolutely no idea where we're going first. That's us, really.

Tell us something people don't know about you.

| won a talent competition at Butlin's holiday camp when | was seven years
old, singing Stanley the Stork. | think that tells you everything you need to
know.

Page 5



World-Class Talent Comes to the
Village Hall

The audience that turned up to the Village Hall, which had been skilfully transformed

into a cabaret club for the night, had no idea what a treat they were in for.

When it was announced that Andy Partidge had persuaded award winning Blues singer,

Alice Armstrong, and her musicians to perform as part of the Village Hall centenary cele-

brations, tickets sold out almost immediately.

No one, however, apart from Andy, had heard her sing live before and the shock was
palpable the moment Alice started to sing. The depth and breadth of her talent, and the
skill of her backing musicians, were obviously world-class and had the audience on their

feet, roaring for more. No-one in the room wanted the performance to end.

Hopefully, Alice can be tempted to return so that those who were unable to get tickets this time will have another chance to experience her

incredible voice — and perhaps Andy will be able to tempt more stars to brave the pot holes of Northampton to perform to Eydon crowds

after this triumphant evening, organised by the whole Centenary team.

EYOON LITTER PICK

Around 20 villagers gathered at the Royal Oak car park on the 7th March to
carry out the annual litter Pick organised by Andy Reynolds on behalf of the
Parish Council.

A good number of bags were filled, although it was felt there was less litter
this year, maybe due to to some residents collect litter on their regular walks
throughout the year. Our thanks go out to them for these selfless acts.

Unfortunately some fly tipping of car parts were discovered, but these two
were removed and saved the landowner some hassle and expense.

The highlight was the discovery of a very rude garden Gnome that had been
dumped in a ditch on the Preston Road!

Thanks to all for participating and sincere thanks to Dodds Manor Farm for
donating free drinks to everyone afterwards it was a kind and welcome ges-
ture.

Keith Simmons Parish Council Chairman.
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SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE -
LE LOOP

Andrew Partridge

This year my cycling objective is to complete the first
half of the Tour de France as part of an event called
Le Loop.

Lasting nine days, and starting in Barcelona; | shall
“enjoy” the heat of Spain, the Pyrenean mountains,
the Dordogne landscapes and finish at the Massif
Central in Ussel.

The event is organised with two aims, for cyclists to
experience the rigours of the Tour de France and
secondly to raise funds for the William Wates Memo-
rial Trust (WWMT), a charity that helps the most dis-
advantaged young people in the UK avoid a life of
crime and violence. The money supports projects that
engage these young people through sports, arts and
education, allowing them to fulfil their potential. Le
Loop is now a primary source of funds for the charity,
raising between £300,000 and £500,000 a year.

The target set for me is to raise £1500 and | would
appreciate your assistance in getting to this total by a
donation through my sponsorship page: https://
fundraising.wwmt.org/fundraisers/andrewpartridge/

ride-le-loop

So if you see me out on the road training, when the
roads get dryer, give a me a wave to help me on my
way.
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Centenary Celebrations — Eydon Village Hall is 100 years old

From the Grand Opening on 17t April 1926 to the present day, the village hall has literally been
at the heart of the village.

In celebration of this centenary, a series of events has been planned this year, designed to appeal
to all members of our community. We started with the amazing Winter Blues evening in March,
where a packed audience was blown away by Alice Armstrong’s incredible voice.

The fun continues in April with three more celebration events in the Village Hall.

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt and Tea Party
Easter Monday 6t April at 3pm

Free for the children and grandchildren aged under 10 of residents of the village.

Eydon Historical Society Exhibition
Friday 17t April from 2 — 6pm
Saturday 18th April 10 — 2pm

This event will also mark the launch of the society’s latest booklet
Centenary Celebration, the History of Eydon Village Hall
and on Saturday 18th April at noon a centenary plaque will be unveiled with celebratory
fizz and canapes

The Hall’s history is far more than the acquisition of a site and the construction and maintenance
of a building — it is almost the history of the village itself and the activities of its inhabitants.

The exhibition and booklet show it was a different world when the hall was built and you may
be surprised at the conditions that existed. There are stories and photos of village organisations,
anniversaries and other occasions, there are some disputes and lots of drama — not all of it on
stage!

The centenary plaque has kindly been funded by The Parish Council

Everyone is invited to the
YYV"VVV!VVY'YV‘

Si ﬁ * ',\_;/
EY: ; Centenary Party

Saturday18th April from 7.30pm

Free entry and music.

There will be a fully stocked bar and food to purchase from

Pulled Street, which offers tacos, wraps, hot dogs and loaded nachos.

DdJ LongMouse

Centenary Party—18th April, 7.30pm
DISCO & DANCING SPECIAL FEATURES

From Kick-Off at 7.30pm OLDE TYME DANCING to roll back the years with Sidney
Bowman and his Orchestra, Glenn Miller and his Orchestra, and some good old Traditional
Jazz and favourite old time classics for the generations.

9pm onwards expect classic DISCO & DANCE from the 70’s 80’s 90’s to present day with

some big Ibiza Dance Classics thrown in!!

See you on the Dance Floor




CONTACTS AND LOCAL SERVICES

DIRECTORY

Accommeodation

B&B & Events

Crockwell Farm
info@crockwellfarm.co.uk
01327 361358

Rectory Barn

2 bed 2 bath
john@grindlay.org.uk
07836502756

The Vyne

2 bedrooms
imogenbutler@outlook.com
01327 264886

Clubs & Societies

Eydon First Wednesday Club
Richard Forsyth

01327 264235
randjforsyth@gmail.com

Eydon Historical Research Group
Simon Evans
01327 261164

Eydon Ladies Group
Ruth Kukla

01327 264109
ruth.kukla@hotmail.com

Eydon Players
Matthew Tasker
07717 796665

Eydon Sports Field
Henrietta Nelson
nelsonhenrietta@gmail.com

Eydon Knits
Sue Lodge
01327 261535

Eydon Art Group
Lyn Evans
01327 261164

Eydon Village Hall
David Fitch-Peyton
01327 262383/07773 381745

Byfield Tennis Club
01327 264542

Medical

Byfield Medical Centre
01327 265841

Cropredy Surgery
01295 758372

Councils / Politicians

Councillor Alison Eastwood
07967 867726
alison.eastwood@westnorthants.gov.uk

Eydon Parish Council
ClIr Keith Simmons, Chairman
01327 263014

Clir Luke Alexander
Clir Andy Reynolds
Clir Kim Keeble

Clir Howard Carter
ClIr Lisa Genovese

Contact via e-mail protocol:
firstname.surname@eydonparish.gov.uk

Parish Clerk - Steve Fox
clerk@eydonparish.gov.uk

West Northamptonshire Council
0300 126 7000

customerservice.snc@westnorthants.gov.

uk
Crime / Police

Neighbourhood Watch
Currently vacant

Crimestoppers
0800555111

Police
Emergency 999, Enquiries 101

Food & Drink

Dodds Manor
Jonathan and Angela Walker
jonathan@doddsmanor.com
07747 018414
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Oboe Fine Wine
David & Kim—01327 262383
sales@oboefinewine.co.uk

Harley Café
01327 260818

Media

Eydon Website
www.eydonparish.gov.uk

Eydon Village News
evn@eydonparish.gov.uk

Facebook Page
Eydon Village Newsfeed

Eydon Village Newsfeed Whatsapp
07771146412

St Nicholas Church

Churchwardens

Lyn Evans
01327 261164
lynandsimon@hotmail.co.uk

Matt Wheeldon
07968 092503
majwheeldon@btinternet.com

Tradesmen

Electricians
AJR Electrical Services
Andy Reynolds 07970 192858

Plumbers
L.J. Plumbing & Heating
Luke Johnson 07540 495667

Other Local Businesses

Belziadeth Jewellery & Art
Lizzie Coulter

01327 262609
www.justartandjewellery.co.uk

Solid Fuel / Logs
Leadbeater Logs
Clancy Leadbeater01295 760562



